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MY SOUL TO TAKE PART

WILLIAM A. VESELIK
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about eight or nine books."

That includes what has become the trilogy "My Soul to Take." Split into a trilogy at the suggestion of
his publisher, Veselik said that each concludes with a cliffhanger so as to invite readers to purchase 3
the follow-up. Rock’s

Now, despite the titles of his books, the Halifax County native mostly avoids graphic gore. Instead, Hard est
his novels read much as such Hammer Horror films of the late 1960s and ‘70s as "Horror of Dracula™

appeared on screen. Pa rtiers

"The book that’s out now and the two on the way are kind of like that, scary without a lot of gore,"
Veselik said.

See who

Hollywood’s horror films of yore heavily inspire Veselik. From Universal’s cadre of classics of the tn the
1930s and ‘40s like "Frankenstein" and "Dracula" to the aforementioned series of Hammer horror
films in which stars like Christopher Lee and Peter Cushing revamped vampires and monsters on Chaﬂs
screen, strong stories overrode a need for gratuitous gore.

So it goes with Veselik’s books, too.

"When | write a book | think probably in terms of a movie director," he said. "Being a child of motion
pictures, you play it out in your head as if you’re watching it on the screen. Also, with those old
Hammer movies you had a bad guy and a good guy. My characters have that definition of who is the
good guy and who is the bad guy."

Astute colleagues, friends and family of Veselik may recognize certain aspects of certain characters
in his books. For good reason — as he said that he sometimes employs bits and pieces of people that
he knows into his characters. Also, folks in Marion may be interested to know that Marion figures in
Veselik’s "Weep not for the Vampire."

"My wife sometimes says she recognizes a person that’s so and so," Veselik said.

However, he does not subscribe to the often held belief that writers should write about that which
they know or are most familiar. Think about that, and then consider the genre in which Veselik
writes.

spinner.com

"There are some people who say write what you know," Veselik said, "and yet if you write what you
know then how can you write about vampires even though vampires do not exist?"

Courtesy such films as "Dracula" starring Bela Lugosi, we "know" that vampires arise from the dead.
Vaselik knows something of the dead. As mentioned, he worked for a short time as a gravedigger
while attending college. He and his brother split $150 per grave dug, each of which by the way was
dug with shovels and picks.

Now get this. Vaselik writes horror books and his brother works as a funeral director.
"He’s the last guy that will let you down," Vaselik said, humor firmly at hand.

Most might suppose that given his gravedigger past that Vaselik would find inspiration for writing
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